PICNIC   PARTY

head, the most remarkable by far in all the cave. A
large mat was spread on the ground, with a table and
drawing apparatus in the middle of it, near which
there was left ample room for the fair artist's host of
merry children to romp and roll about on. Near this
spot was also placed the easy chair of her eccentric,
but accomplished and highly-informed husband, who
refused to undertake any part of the hard work, but
quizzed the whole of us unmercifully, for the useless,
or, as he called it, idle labour we were bestowing on the
cave. This gentleman, who was a great experimental
agriculturist, as well as theoretical political economist, in
short, what may be called a philosopher of all work,
was worth any money on such a picnic as this. His
knowledge of the world, and his talents in the art of
conversation, though of the first order, were still
subordinate to the boundless ingenuity of his fancy, by
which anything and everything could be made to fit
the most incongruous phases of his arguments. If in
his whole composition there had been a spark of ill-
nature, such singular powers of adapting facts to fancies,
and such earnestness in driving his points home, would
have rendered him the most supreme of all bores, in or
out of a cave; but, fortunately for the Elephanta com-
pany, the matchless sweetness of his disposition, his
thorough good-breeding, his delight in all the amiable
parts of our nature, and his constant readiness to oblige
and be obliged, carved him out as the beau ide*al of an
ally on such an occasion. Many a time and oft the old
cavern rang with peals of jolly mirth, and called us
from our various holes and corners, to enjoy the witty
sallies of this most amusing of persons, whose endless
good-humoured jokes, and queer views of things, were
always cracking and sparkling round the drawing
party before the principal compartment of the temple.
We took our breakfast and dinner at a long table,
spread much nearer the mouth of the cave, that we
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